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Title:  Beach Maintenance & Environmental Stewardship Policy 
 
Definitions: Beach: The natural area along the shoreline, including sand, gravel, and 

adjacent vegetated or grassed areas within municipal boundaries. 
 
Beach Grooming: Manual or mechanical raking, leveling, or cleaning of 
the beach area to maintain usability and appearance. Grooming excludes 
removal of natural debris unless specified. 
 
Bed and Shore: Lands beneath or intermittently covered by a water 
body, under provincial jurisdiction. 
 
Buffer Zone: Vegetated areas adjacent to the shoreline that provide 
erosion control, filter runoff, and support biodiversity. 
 
Debris: Includes garbage, excessive aquatic vegetation, or driftwood. 
Natural debris is generally left in place unless it poses a safety risk. 
 
Environmental Reserve (ER): Land designated under the MGA to protect 
sensitive features like wetlands, ravines, or shorelines. 
 
High-Use Recreational Areas: Public shoreline areas heavily used for 
swimming, gathering, or recreation, requiring active maintenance. 
 
High-Water Mark: The visible line on the landscape indicating the usual 
extent of water presence. 
 
Municipal Reserve (MR): Land allocated for public use, such as parks or 
trails. 
 
Naturalized Area: Sections of shoreline left in a natural state to support 
native species and ecological functions, not subject to regular 
maintenance. 
 
Shoreline: The dynamic boundary between land and water, including 
transitional zones and vegetation. 
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Water Management Right of Way (WMRW): A provincially controlled 
strip of land surrounding Buffalo Lake, managed for water level 
regulation, infrastructure access, and shoreline protection. Activities 
within the WMRW may be subject to additional restrictions or permitting 
under provincial authority. 
 

Purpose: To guide the care and maintenance of White Sands’ 4 km shoreline in a 
way that: 

• Promotes public safety and access 
• Preserves natural shoreline functions 
• Protects riparian and aquatic habitats 
• Maintains ecological integrity 

 

Guiding Principles: • Environmental Protection: Safeguard native vegetation, aquatic 
ecosystems, and shoreline stability. 

• Public Safety and Accessibility: Maintain emergency and 
recreational access at prioritized points. 

• Balance with Nature: Apply low-impact, sustainable maintenance 
methods. 

• Education and Awareness: Promote resident understanding of 
shoreline stewardship. 

Scope: The Summer Village manages ~4 km of diverse shoreline, with varying 
levels of maintenance based on: 

• Land classification (MR, ER) 
• Environmental sensitivity 
• Public use patterns 

Four of eight access points are prioritized for routine upkeep. 
Maintenance activities will comply with all applicable provincial 
legislation, including: 

• Public Lands Act 
• Water Act 
• Alberta Environment and Protected Areas (AEPA) shoreline 

directives 
• Buffalo Lake Water Management Right of Way (WMRW) 

provisions, which may limit certain activities or require additional 
provincial approval 

Maintenance 
Standards: 

1. Maintained Access Areas 

The following areas are designated for regular maintenance: 
Access Area Designation 
Boat Launch to Beach Access 1 Emergency access and walking access 
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Beach Access 3 Community use 
Beach Access 7 Community use 
Beach Access 8 
Beach Access 6 

Community use 
Community Use 

Activities may include grass cutting, debris removal, and selective 
vegetation trimming, aligned with regulations and seasonal needs. 

2. Limited Maintenance Areas 

Access Points 2, 4, and 5 receive minimal municipal upkeep due to: 
a. ER classification restrictions 

b. Unsafe or steep terrain 

Proximity to sensitive habitats 

c. Lack of demonstrated public or emergency access need 

d. Obstruction by resident-placed items (e.g., docks, lifts, debris) 

These areas remain public but are not scheduled for regular 
maintenance. 
 

3. Grass & Turf Management 

a. Grass cutting is limited to designated high-use MR areas, 
walking paths, and gathering zones. 

b. No cutting is permitted within buffer zones or within 5 metres 
of the high-water mark. 

c. Naturalized areas and shoreline vegetation must remain 
undisturbed to protect erosion control, habitat function, and 
biodiversity. 

d.  Mowing must avoid disturbing nesting wildlife or root 
systems. 

4. Shoreline Vegetation & Debris Management 

a. Natural Debris 

o Naturally washed-up vegetation (e.g., aquatic plants) 
may be gathered by residents above the high-water 
mark. 

o Live or rooted vegetation must not be removed from 
the water under the Water Act. 

o Collected debris must be stored upland, away from the 
bed and shore. 
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b. Municipal Collection 

o Weekly collection (weather and access permitting) by 
municipal staff. 

o Piles must be dry, manageable, and clearly visible. 

o Report uncollected piles after 7 days, residents should 
report the location. 

o All material is transported to a regional landfill to 
prevent re-contamination of the lake. 

c. Hazardous Debris 

o Human-caused debris (e.g., submerged dock parts, 
sharp metal) is increasingly found along the bed and 
shore. These create significant safety hazards. 
Residents are urged to report dangerous debris. 

o Unauthorized dumping or obstruction may result in 
removal or enforcement action. 

Access & 
Pathway 
Management: 

• Designated trails and access points will be maintained for visibility 
and safety. 

• Unauthorized placement of lifts, docks, or stored materials on 
public land is not allowed. 

• Trails may be naturalized and not maintained in steep or sensitive 
ER areas. 

Environmental 
Monitoring 

The municipality will annually assess beach and shoreline conditions and 
adjust maintenance practices based on: 

• Habitat health 

• Public safety concerns 

• Compliance with environmental regulations 

Enforcement: Violations may be addressed through: 
• Municipal bylaws 

• Provincial referrals under the Water Act, Public Lands Act, or 
WMRW regulations 

• Orders for removal of unauthorized structures 

• Applicable Fines and penalties 

Review: This policy shall be reviewed once the Shoreline Management Plan is 
approved, or sooner if legislative changes, environmental impacts, and 
community concerns needs change. 
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APPENDIX A – BEACH ACCCESS MAP 

 

 


