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We all hope you all had a festive
season and had time to relax
and be with the important
people in your lives.  The Lake
has been busy with winter
activities!  Jack's Pond has been
put to great use with skating
and curling!  Thank you to the
gang with Gerry Linkert for
getting the rinks ready for the
community!  Through the
power of social media, it looks
like everyone has been enjoying
the additions!

2023 IS HERE!
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Happy New Year everyone from Council and
Administration! We hope you had a wonderful holiday
season.

Here is an item from Council for you to ponder:

Council would like public input on options for spending a
large amount of expiring grant money, which must be spent
by December 31, 2023. 

Previously, some of grant money was earmarked to be used
for the water station, but fortunately, it was covered by other
grants.

The Summer Village Council would like to work with the
Hall Society to get input on the possible Hall Expansion
project or New Hall project for 2023/2024 Fiscal Years.

The Summer Village needs to use up its outstanding
municipal MSI Capital grants for 2007 to 2018 is $299,045
before December 31, 2023, or the 2007-2018 MSI Capital
grants will get clawed back.  

The Summer Village also has $266,000 in Unspent Grant
funds from various grant programs in the Bank, some are
from expired Grant Programs SIP/FGTF/MSI Capital/CCBF,
in the amount of $266,000 as of the end of December 2022.

There is a need to improve communication between the Hall
Society and Council.  Councillor Huff will now represent the
Summer Village Council at the Hall Society meetings and
Tamara Dawson will bridge the communication between the
two groups.

News from the Ol' Grey
Mayor, Lorne Thurston



Building an addition onto the current hall. One possibility
in this option is to build towards the lake which would
include moving a gas line. A second possibility is to
expand NE into the parking lot and expanding the
parking lot into the hill which would include moving two
water drainage lines. This would also mean that the hall
would have to be brought up to current code in terms of
number of bathrooms, heat and wiring upgrades, etc. 

Building a new stand-alone community hall. This could
be built on the lakeside of the existing hall parking lot.
This option would allow for the current hall to be used as
the Village office with little renovations required and the
old shop area could potentially be used for a number of
different activities. 

Options: 
Council is leaning towards one of two options: 

Either option would have to be sized to suit the build-out size
of the Village. Additional funding to complete either project
is available through provincial and federal grants.

We have hired Railside Designs of Stettler to draw up some
design concepts for discussion. Once the drawings are
prepared, a “Zoom” Town Hall Meeting will be scheduled
and other input avenues set up. It is imperative that we move
quickly as we do not want to lose these grants. 

Thanks all!

The Ol’ Gray Mayor Lorne Thurston
For the Summer Village of White Sands Council



Option Pay on the White Sands' website
Through your bank as a Bill Payee.  Some people pay their
taxes this way.  If you do, please give the office a head's up so
the fee is applied to the RV permit and not your taxes.
Cash or Cheque, which can be done in person at the office at
Rochon Sands or sent to our mailing address.

Administration has finished with the changeover of systems, the
2023 RV Permits will be invoiced out before the May Long
weekend.  Payments can be made by:

For the 2023 season, any property that is not in compliance with
the Land Use Bylaw will be sent only ONE letter.  If not remedied
as per the letter, a $1000 fine will be issued.

Any questions, please contact the office and/or check the Land Use
Bylaw on the PDF pages 43-45 and 48-50.

2023 RV
Permits

https://payment.optionpay.ca/the-summer-village-of-white-sands/index.php
http://www.whitesandsab.ca/uploads/1/3/5/7/135798980/land_use_bylaw_186-22_2nd_and_3rd_reading_june_8_2022__002_.pdf


EXAM
PLE

2023 Boat
Lifts/Docks/Mooring

Registration
The office will also send out an invoice for the 2023 boat
docks/lifts/mooring registration.  If you have a dock/lift/any
mooring, it MUST be registered with the Summer Village.  If you
previously did the TFA with the Alberta government, you won't
have to do it again this year.  If you are new or missed last year
doing your TFA, you must apply with the Alberta government
AND register with the Summer Village.

For the 2022 registrants to be invoiced, in your letter there will
also be a 2023 tag that you must zip tie to your lift/dock/mooring
in a visible spot once it is in place.  If it is not visible or placed on
the structure, you may be ticketed, fined, and possibly removed by
the Alberta government.

Boating structures must be registered every year and the tags will
change colour to reflect the new registration year. 2023 will be
yellow.

Any new registrants will also get said tag when you register and pay
the fee.



Follow "White Sands
Community Hall Society" on
Facebook for more details.

Tail Creek Snow Birds will have a
Poker Rally on February 25, 2023, at

the Nevis Hall (Snow permitting). 
 Details will be posted later on their

Facebook Page. 



PLEASE CRUSH
DOWN YOUR
CARDBOARD

BEFORE IT
GOES INTO THE

CARDBOARD
BIN!

 
THANK YOU.


